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The UK continues to lead asasa the educatata ional hub for studentstst
across the globe with itstst premier universities, rich cultltl ural heritagaga egeg ,
and unparalleled academic opportrtr unities. From the historic hallslsl
of Oxfxfx ord and Cambridgegeg to leading institutions in London,
Manchester, and Edinburgrgr h, the UK bringsgsg a blend of tradition and
innovatata ion to itstst studentstst and their educatata ional experience.

The UK alslsl o offfff ers itstst global studentstst standout research facilities,
shortrtr -term educatata ional programs and a greatata chance to netwtwt ork
with internatata ional studentstst and marketstst . The graduatata e route visa
alslsl o allows studentstst to work for up to three years afafa tftf er
successfullylyl completing their degree, making the UK an ideal
educatata ion destinatata ion for studentstst .

Introducttiioonn



What does the data sayaya
about incoming students?

Q1 2025 Applicatata ions: Nearlylyl 47,000 main applicantstst (+32% vs Q1 2024)4)4
Q1 2025 Issuances: Over 48,000 studentstst issued visasasa (+27% vs Q1
2024)4)4
Strong approval ratata es: 88% issuance ratata e maintained in both quartrtr ers
Broad-basasa ed recoveryryr : 14 out of 22 majajaor source countries showed
growtwtw h

According to a datata a analylyl sis done bybyb UK independent think tank HEPI,
there is a recoveryryr ratata e in Q1 2025, and it’s offfff to a strongegeg r startrtr than
2024, with nearlylyl a 32% increasasa e in applicatata ion and a 27% increasasa e in
visasasa granted in 2025. The issuance ratata e in both of these quartrtr ers wasasa
88%, meaning the increasasa ed number of issued visasasa reflectstst strongegeg r
demand ratata her than changegeg s in approval ratata es.

Source: HEPI analysis and UK Home Office Immigration Statistics



Cities that students prefer

London atata tttt ractstst the highest number of
internatata ional studentstst , and some of the
top choices amongsgsg t studentstst are
Imperial Collegegeg London, Universitytyt
Collegegeg London (UCL)L)L , King’g’gs Collegegeg
London, and the London School of
Economics and Political Science (LSE).

Manchester atata tttt ractstst close to 40,000
studentstst atata the Universitytyt of Manchester,
and nearlylyl about 38,000+ studentstst atata
Manchester Metropolitan Universitytyt ,
offfff ering a wide rangegeg of educatata ional &
vocatata ional programs, easasa ysys transportrtr links,
and a thriving student life.

Birmingham is another citytyt studentstst
prefer for multltl iple universities and
excellent transportrtr atata ion links. Cities like
Nottttt ingham, Bristol, and Leeds alslsl o
remain some of the top choices for
studentstst , offfff ering specialised programs
and a vibrant student life.



Supplylyl and demand in
student housing
While the UK is expecting an increasasa ed number of internatata ional studentstst
in the coming August–September, student-ready accommodatata ions are
still catata ching up to demand. According to Knight Frank datata a, the supplylyl
shortrtr agaga egeg caused rentstst to rise bybyb 8% in 2024.

Many propertrtr ies in prime student areasasa sufffff er from poor furnishingsgsg ,
outdatata ed appliances, or a lack of modern amenities thatata todayaya ’s studentstst
expect. It alslsl o presentstst an opportrtr unitytyt for landlords who understand the
student-market demands and invest in professional presentatata ion.
Propertrtr ies thatata meet student expectatata ions consistentlylyl outperfrfr orm—
lettttt ing fasasa ter and commanding premium rentstst .

According to research done bybyb Savava illslsl , UK PBSA (Purpose-builtltl student
accommodatata ion) investment reached £3.5 billion in 2024 - a 13% increasasa e
compared to 2023. The sector will continue to see this growtwtw h in 2025/26.

Propertrtr ies thatata focus on student needs can command rental premiums
of 15-25% compared to standard furnished propertrtr ies, with fasasa ter lettttt ingsgsg
and minimum void periods.



What students &
their families
expect todayaya

RoRoR lelel ofofo intetet rnatata ional
parerer ntstst in pickikik ng
acaca commodatata ion

Todayaya ’s internatata ional studentstst and their
families make substantial educatata ional
investmentstst , which can which can
exceed £30,000 annuallylyl in tuition fees.
Families and studentstst are looking for
accommodatata ion thatata matata ches up to the
qualitytyt : a space thatata is comfortrtr able,
functional, tech-equipped, and supportrtr stst
their academic and personal needs.

Internatata ional parentstst playaya an importrtr ant role in selecting and researching
propertrtr ies for studentstst , focusing on factors like proximitytyt to institutions,
safafa etytyt , functionalitytyt , and immediatata e usabilitytyt of the space. Premium rentstst
can be seen asasa an importrtr ant investment for their children’s educatata ional
journeyeye , given the propertrtr ytyt demonstratata es atata tttt ention to detail and care
needed for their children. This creatata es an opportrtr unitytyt for landlords who
understand the importrtr ance of meeting parentstst ’ expectatata ions, which can
help them with meeting the steady demand and premium pricing.



Must-havava e amenities at
student accomodations

Furnishing checklilil ststs

High-qualitytyt bedframe and matata tttt ress
Ample storagaga egeg including wardrobe
Study table and ergrgr ogog nomic chair in a
dedicatata ed study area
Proper window dressing for privacycyc
and control lighting

KiKiK tctct hen checklilil ststs

Modern appliances like microwavava e,
refrigegeg ratata or, cooker, etc.
Storagaga egeg space for dining essentialslsl
Easasa ysys -to-clean surfrfr aces

Other importrtr atat nt checklilil ststs

High-speed internet connection
Ample lighting throughout the space
Adequatata e modern electrical outletstst
near study areasasa and beds
Heatata ing sysys stems



Why furnishing mattttt ers
The student accommodation market has a set cycyc cle, with most lettttt ingsgsg startrtr ing in
the month of September as the new semester startrtr s. The months leading up to
September—especiallylyl summer—are crucial for landlords and investors securing
qualitytyt tenants, and reducing void periods.

Fasasa tsts etet r lelel tete tttt ing

85% ofofo our furnished
proror pertrtr ies lelel tete wiwiw thin one
wewew ek.k.k

Higher rerer ntatat l rerer tete urns

Furnished proror pertrtr ies yiyiy eldldl
15-25% morerer rerer ntatat l
rerer tete urns comparerer d totot
unfurnished proror pertrtr ies.

ReReR duced vovov id peririr ods

Furnished proror pertrtr ies arerer
alwlwl awaw yaya sysy movovo evev -in rerer adada y and
rerer maiaia n appealilil ng,g,g which
signififif cantlylyl rerer duces the
turnaroror und time betete wtwt ewew en
tetet nantstst .

AtAtA tttt rarar caca tctc stst prerer mium tetet nantstst

Intetet rnatata ional ststs udentstst and
fafaf mililil es arerer morerer lilil kekek lylyl totot
choose and wiwiw llilil ng totot payaya
fofof r proror pertrtr ies thatata arerer
movovo evev -in rerer adada y.y.y

Increrer asasa ed appeal

Proror fofo efef sssss ionallylyl furnished
spacaca es phototo otot grarar ph betete tttt etet r
fofof r onlilil ne lilil ststs ingsgsg , crerer atata etet
ststs roror ngegeg r exexe peririr ences, and
atata tttt rarar caca tctc the afafa ffff luent
tetet nantstst .



Tailored student furniture
packs: The smartrtr solution
Furnishing your student accommodation doesn't havava e to be slow, DIY, or stressful if you
collaborate with the right partrtr ner. Our tailored student accommodation furniture packages
ensure a seamless setup experience for landlords, overseas parents, and investors.

Faster turnround: Most properties are
furnished within 24-48 hours (depending
on stock availability), ideal for landlords
working within tight timelines.

Student-focused designs: Furniture that
is durable, easy-maintenance, and
practical for a student’s lifestyle.

Complete support: From installation to
ethical waste removal, we provide a
complete, end-to-end service that’s
cost-effective and quick to deliver.

Flexible options: Starting from £3,395 +
VAT, our design-led furniture packages
offer complete, customisable solutions
for student housing.



Case
Studies

Three Lets secured
in 1 week
Our client needed to furnish three adjdjdacent unitstst
to achieve a rapid turnaround on lettttt ingsgsg despite
marketing efffff ortrtr stst beginning before furniture
installatata ion. With our intervrvr ention the void periods
were reduced and three unitstst were let bybyb high-
calibre clientstst within a week.

Here's a snapshot of a few case studies followed by real testimonialslsl
from happy clients showcasing some of our projojoects that resultltl ed in
quick lettttt ingsgsg .

READ MORE

“I“I“ f a swiwiwfifi tftf let isisi deded siriri erer d,d,d ththt e fufuf rnrnr ititi utut rerer packckc akak gaga e frfrf oror m InInI Stytyt lyly e
Diriri erer ct isisi ththt e wawaw yaya totot go.” — ThThT e EsEsE tatat tetet Agencycyc ththt at rerer ntetet d
ththt e unititi stst statat tetet d.d.d

READ MORE

https://www.instyledirect.com/success-stories/property-letting-achievement-white-city/
https://www.instyledirect.com/success-stories/property-letting-achievement-white-city/


Case
Studies

41% rent boost in just
one week in SW7
When a twtwt o-bedroom flatata in SW7 needed a quick upliftftf , we
delivered smartrtr cosmetic refurbishmentstst and design‑led
furnishingsgsg in under one week—reviving joineryryr , updatata ing
finishes, improving lighting,g,g and installing tailored FF&E. The
transformatata ion resultltl ed in the veryryr first viewer agaga reeing to
rent atata the new ratata e: a stunning jump from £3,400 to £4,800
—a 41% increasasa e in rent achieved within dayaya s and virtrtr uallylyl
no void period.

Here’s another example showing how strategic updates can drive
significant rental upliftftf .

READ MORE

“T“T“ hThT isisi wawaw sasa a fafaf sasa t-t-t p-p- aced proror jojoejej ct wiwiwtiti htht no roror om fofof r deded layaya sysy . ByByB combinini inini gngn lililgigi ht
rerer fufuf rbrbr isisi hment wiwiwtiti htht smartrtr fufuf rnrnr isisi hinini gngn chchc oicici es,s,s wewew wewew rerer able totot compmpm letetet lylyl shififi tftf
ththt e rerer ntatat l potetet ntititaiai l of ththt e proror popo ertrtr ytyt inini undeded r a wewew ek,k,k” saididi AmarTuTuT fafaf ilili ,l,l
Associcicaiai tetet Diriri erer ctotot r at InInI Stytyt lyly e Diriri erer ct.t.t

READ MORE

https://www.instyledirect.com/success-stories/quick-rent-increase-a-week/
https://www.instyledirect.com/success-stories/quick-rent-increase-a-week/


Tips to attttt ract
student tenants

Studentstst want functional, low-maintenance
spaces. AvAvA oid over-stytyt ling and focus on clean
layaya outstst with just the essentialslsl .

Fasasa t, reliable maintenance is a top prioritytyt
for studentstst and parentstst . A responsive
landlord builds trust and reduces
complaintstst .

Install secure locks, smoke alarms,
carbon monoxide detectors, and if
possible, a video intercom.
Reasasa surance matata tttt ers.

Location still reignsLocation still reigns
Proximitytyt to universities, transportrtr
links, supermarketstst , and social
spotstst significantlylyl increasasa es
appeal—highlight these in your
listingsgsg .

Offer flexible lease terms
Many studentstst prefer 9- or 12-month
contractstst to matata ch academic
calendars. Consider including f
for earlylyl or mid year intakes

Location still reigns

Keep it clutter-free

flexibilitytyt

Respond quicklylyl to
maintenance

rlylyl or mid-year intakes.

safety a selling
point

Install secure locks smoke alarms

safety a seMakeMake

y

p



Tips to attttt ract
student tenants

If you’re shortrtr on time or unsure how to make
your propertrtr ytyt student-ready, working with a
furnishing partrtr ner like InStytyt le Direct can help
you gegeg t it let fasasa ter—with tailored solutions, fasasa t
turnarounds, and stress-free setup.

Wall hooks, bedside shelvlvl es, or USB
plug socketstst can make a space feel
more student-friendlylyl without majajaor
cost.If your propertrtr ytyt hasasa quiet zones, gogog od

sound insulatata ion, or blackout curtrtr ains
—shout about it. These small detailslsl
matata tttt er to student tenantstst .

Include bills in rent
where possible
Bundled billslsl (utilities, internet)t)t
simplifyfyf budgegeg ting for studentstst
and make your listing stand out
from the rest.

Showcase in good light
Professional photos and virtrtr ual tours—
ideallylyl taken in natata ural light—gogog a long
wayaya in atata tttt racting student enquiries,
especiallylyl for overseasasa tenantstst .

Don’t do it alone

If ’ h t ti h t

Petite touches = Big impact

Wall hooks bedside shelvlvl es or USB
study friendlylyl

features

If your propertrtr ytyt hasasa quiet zones gogog od

study-fHighlight s
features
Highlight s



HOW

WE CAN

HELP

The student accommodation market is steadily going on an
upward trajectory, and it presents exceptional opportunities for
landlords and investors. With the 2025 academic year fast
approaching, immediate action is required to capture this peak
letting season demand.

Professional furnishings help your property stand out in this market.
For over 20+ years, we have specialised in transforming properties
for landlords, investors, and developers. We understand the unique
market dynamics of student-led accommodations, with a deep
understanding of overseas clients. Partner with us to get your
property student-ready—on time, on trend, and with zero hassle.



Getete In
Touchh

+44(0) 20 8964 1966
sales@instytyt ledirect.co.uk
instytyt ledirect.com

Ready to tap into the student housing
surge? Get in touch to explore how we
can help transform your propertrtr ytyt and
position it for maxaxa imum rental demand.

LEARN MORELEARN MORE

tel:+44(0)2089641966
https://www.instyledirect.com/furniture-packages-london/student/
https://www.instyledirect.com/furniture-packages-london/student/
https://www.instyledirect.com/furniture-packages-london/student/



